ANDROCLES AND THE LION

shall be slain. Peter, not understanding this, rebukes him for
what seems mere craven melancholy; and Jesus turns fiercely on
him and cries, "Get thee behind me, Satan."

Jesus now becomes obsessed with a conviction of his divinity,
and talks about it continually to his disciples, though he forbids
them to mention it to others. They begin to dispute among them-
selves as to the position they shall occupy in heaven when his
kingdom is established. He rebukes them strenuously for this,
and repeats his teaching that greatness means service and not
domination; but he himself, always instinctively somewhat
haughty, now becomes arrogant, dictatorial, and even abusive,
never replying to his critics without an insulting epithet, and even
cursing a fig-tree which disappoints him when he goes to it for
fruit. He assumes all the traditions of the folk-lore gods, and an-
nounces that, like John Barleycorn, he will be barbarously slain
and buried, but will rise from the earth and return to life. He
attaches to himself the immemorial tribal ceremony of eating the
god, by blessing bread and wine and handing them to his dis-
ciples with the words *fThis is my body: this is my blood." He
forgets his own teaching and threatens eternal fire and eternal
punishment. He announces, in addition to his Barleycorn resur-
rection, that he will come to the world a second time in glory and
establish his kingdom on earth. He fears that this may lead to the
appearance of impostors claiming to be himself, and declares ex-
plicitly and repeatedly that no matter what wonders these im-
postors may perform, his own coming will be unmistakeable, as
the stars will fall from heaven, and trumpets be blown by angels.
Further he declares that this will take place during the lifetime of
persons then present.

JERUSALEM AND THE MYSTICAL SACRIFICE

In this new frame of mind he at last enters Jerusalem amid
great popular curiosity; drives the moneychangers and sacrifice
sellers out of the temple in a riot; refuses to interest himself in the
beauties and wonders of the temple building on the ground that
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